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TM 
‘SUPPOSED 
TO HAVE 

CHOSEN THE 
WAY OF THE 


une Ss SWORD!! 


2 


MIYAMOTO: 
AMUSASHI.... 


MIYAMOTO 
AUSASHI 
DO THIS/? 


UEDA!! 
HOW COULD 
YOU HAVE 
LET THIS 
HAPPEN/? 


TEAR 
/ DOWN WHAT'S AT 
LEFT OF IT 
( somocesw: Yl Tas Rare 
SPREAD TO THE j WILL 
NEIGHBORING \ 
A BUILDINGS, 
b 
do IT 
NOW. J 
Bie 


HURRY J! S é 


oo HOW COULD. 

- Bet HE NOT BE 

ALL THE MEMORIES AFFECTED? 
OF HIS FATHER 

_ HAVE BEEN BURNED 

* TO THE GROUND, 


THIS IS ¢ 


GIVING ME 
THE OPPORTUNITY 
TO BECOME 
A MASTER / 
SWORDSMAN. 


FATHER... 
THERES: 
‘ONLY ONE 
PERSON I 
CAN LEARN 


yacyO 
SEKISHOSAI... 


iF 


‘MIYAMOTO 
‘MUSASHI EVER 


COMES BACK 


HERE, GIVE 
HIM THIS. Ag 4 


EXACTLY 
WHERE... 


RONIN STIRS 
THE PLACE 


NEVER 
KNOWN 
such 
shames /? 


WHEN THE 
STRONG ARE 
DISGRACED. 


‘/MAKE YOURSELVES, 
FEEL BETTER 
‘ABOUT YOUR 
) PATHETIC LITTLE 
LIVES? 


ASSASSIN FOR 
THE YOSHIOKA 


MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI, I 
WONT LET 
YOU ESCAPE 


{THE 
LAND i 
IF I STOP & WAY OF 
By EVERY WELL- THE SWORD IS 
KNOWN SCHOOL F THE OWLY THING 


ALONG THE WAY, 
TLL EVENTUALLY 
FIND HIM. 


THIS 
‘MAY TURN 
OUT TO BE 
FUN AFTER 
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DIE BEFORE 
YOU EVER 
SEE OTSO 


J) a 


f 


\ 4 


a 
4 
N Vy 


T COULD 
KILL YOu 
WITH THIS 
CRUMMY 
STICK... 


| REAL MATCH, 
\  YOUD BE 
DEAD, HLIH? 


IN ORDER 
To WIN, IN 
‘ORDER TO 
‘SURVIVE... 


FOUR 
YEARS 


OF 
TRAINING... 


JUST 
BECAUSE I 
SURVIVED A 
FIGHT WITH 
DENSHICHIRO, 
TVE BECOME 
ARROGANT! 


‘STILL ALIVE. 


yi\ __ HEART IS 
£98, PREOCCUPIED... 


PREOCCUPIED 
WITH A SINGLE 


WITH A 
SINGLE TREE... 
YOULL MISS 
THE ENTIRE 


SPEAR TECHNIQUE 
PRACTICED BY 
ITS MONKS. 


BACK WHEN 
1 WAS 
SEVENTEEN, 
1 EVERYONE 
SWORDSMAN... | ‘SHUINNED ME. 
PEOPLE 
CALLED ME. 


COMPLETELY 
DEVOTED. I 
WAS STRONGER 
BACK THEN. 


THESE 
WICKED 

S THOUGHTS 
ease! WICKED THEYRE “4 
WR oucHTs? DISTRACTING \\. 
ay ME FROM THE |) 


WAY OF THE egy 
oe ‘SWORD. Mi 


ARENT WICKED. 
THEY RE oTsu Is 


verrecty |] / . WicKED? 
NATURAL 3 


(YOu THIN: 
THESE FEELINGS 
GO AGAINST THE 

WAY OF THE WARRIOR. 

BUT THEY ONLY GET 

TWISTED AND BENT OUT 

‘OF SHAPE WHEN YOU 

REPRESS THEM AND 

TRY TO KEEP THEM, 

LL conTaINeD. 


HIMSELF TO ALL 
MANNER OF 
EXTREMES IN 

PURSUIT OF THE 
WAY OF THE 

‘SWORD. 


ARE ALSO 
THE MAN WHO \; 
DREAMS OF OTSI 
AND AGONIZES 
HIMSELF OVER 
IT. 


BE 
AWARE 


OF 
YOURSELF. 


/ THATS 
/ WHERE your 


y 


EY, 


GOING TO 
BECOME 
INVINCIBLE// 


/ 
{ FOLLOWED 
ME ALL 
THIS WAY...? 


TAVERN MUST 
4 BE WORRIED 


TO SURVIVE BY 
MYSELF...WITHOUT 
ANYONE'S 


IVE 
COME TO 
REALIZE 
THAT SHES 
MY REASON 
FOR LIVING. 


TM 
GOING TO 
DEFEAT THEIR 
FAMOUS 


SPEAR 
TECHNIQUE. 


THE WAY TO 
HOZOIN? 


WAS IT JUST 
‘MY IMAGINATION? 
I THOUGHT HE WAS 


GOING TO ATTACK... “a C; 


YOUVE 


HAD THE 
PRIVILEGE... 


WILL HAVE 
THE PRIVILEGE 
OF BEING CUT 

DOWN BY 


GION TOSI! 


Samsoomonn 


“GASP! 
: aa 


ONE 
PERSON 
A DAY IS 
ENOUGH. 


WELL 
SEE IF 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI 


HOZOIN 
HAS NO 
NEED FOR 
COWARDS, 


1 FELT 


LIKE YOu 
WERE GOING = 
TO STRIKE ME |@ 


You 
BETTER NOT 
INSULT MY 


ME AS 
WELL AS 
OTHERS-WE ARE 
ONLY MIRRORS 
REFLECTING 
YOUR OWN 


ENEMIES 
THEY WERE 
NOT...AUNTIL 
YOU FORCED 

THEM TO 

BECOME 


MUST HAVE 
FACED SO 
MANY ENEMIES 
THROUGHOUT 
YOUR LIFE... 
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qT ur? ri ‘ig 


I DONT 
UNDERSTAND! 


(ida 
(WIREVHE) 


SAME TIME, I 
FEEL LIKE THERE 
ARE PLENTY 


CAN ONLY 


PERCEIVE 
WHAT TRUE 
STRENGTH 


JUST MAKE 
MY WAY 
UP, STEP 
BY STEP... 


DEFEAT 
STRONG 
OPPONENTS 
ONE AFTER 
THE 
OTHER// 


wl 
Quite | ye 
FOR- ' 
) MIDABLE 


7 _ HE SAYS... 
HE WILL COME 


BACK HERE EVERY 
DAY UNTIL A 


MAN NAMED 
AAYAMOTO MUSASHI 
APPEARS, 


HE 
PROVED TO 
BE AN EQUAL 
‘MATCH AGAINST 


PAID US A 
VISIT FROM 
KYOTO... 


IS AN 
ASSASSIN 
FOR THE 
WAS WITH S = Re YOSHIOK AJ? 
HIM. 


_ YOSHIOKA 
. SEIJURO! 


AROUND! 


THE 
MAN THAT 
HAD YOSHIOKA 
DENSHICHIRO 


ASSASSIN 

FROM THE 
YOSHIOKA 
SCHOOL!! 


THE 
TRUTH IS 
OBVIOUS 

YET EVER 
ELUSIVE!! 


LETS 
SAY THERE 
RR | Witt Come A 
TIME WHEN YOU 
FINALLY LINDER- 
STAND TRUE 
STRENGTH... 


CAN 
YOU KEEP 
YOURSELF 

ALIVE UNTIL 
THEN? 


[Xx 


OS 


ALREADY 
ATTACKING 
ME! 


ae 


TM 
MIYAMOTO 
MUSASHI!! 


HE MAY BE 
TALENTED, 


ITS LIKE 


Glossary and Extraneous Background 
Information 


This is the LAST page of this comic! 


Vagabond bas been printed to read from right to left in its evginal Japanese 
format—presenting Takehiko Inoue's dynamic artwork the way it was meant to 
be seen! 


When most Japanese comics are published in English, 2 mirtor image of the 
riginal artwork is printed in order to accommodate the left 1 right reading or 
entation of English. For this reason, erors in continuity occasionally occur and. 
characters who were orginally righthanded suddenly become lefthanded. In 
trder to present manga in its purest form, Vagabond is being printed to read 
from right to left. This way, kimono are worn with the left side over the right 
and the samurais long and short swords are arti on the left side, the way 
they were traditionally worn, 


To properly enjoy Vagabond, start from the other end ofthis comic and read 
from right to lett 


A note on names: The names presented within the context ofthis comic: are 
presented in the traditional Japanese order-surname, followed by frst name 

‘Miyamoto” is Miyamoto Musash's last name and “Musashi” is his first name. 
‘The name ofthe creator of Vagabond, however, has been presented first name 
first, last name second. “Takehik" is the authors first name and "Inoue" is his 
last name, 


H you're interested in Japanese culture, this is a must-buy for you. The 
story is fast-paced; the artwork isa feast for the eyes..This is one of the 
‘best works of historical fiction I've ever read. 
Patrick King, animetringe.com 


Legendary swordaint, Miyamoto Musashi, was one of the most renowned 
‘samurai of al time. But the path to greatness is filled with dificuty-Musashi is 
ivded between his aspiration to be the greatest swordiman inthe land and his 
‘rowing feelings of love for his rend from childhood, Otsu. As Musashi struggles 
‘0 deal with these issues, he heads to Hozuin Temple, to challenge the pract- 
tioners of its famous spear fighting technique 


Qi ir comes. 1295 us0/s2095 can 


ISBN 1-Sb431-854-9 


? 4 a 


